hw`hy+
“YHWH-Zebaoth: The Lord of Hosts”
Introduction
1 Sam 17:45
Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a
shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom thou hast defied. KJV
1 Sam 17:45 NIV - LORD Almighty
I prefer the KJV use of “Lord of Hosts” because there is less confusion. God Almighty is
another title for God.
Gen 17:1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. NIV
Here, God Almighty is El Shaddai – the all powerful God who supplies all our needs, the Mighty
One.
Gen 17:1 KJV – “I am the Almighty God”
Almighty God speaks of His independent strength. Lord of Hosts speaks of His position above
the armies of God and His working through them.
Strong’s definitionOT:6635 - tsaba' (tsaw-baw'); or (feminine) tseba'ah (tseb-aw-aw'); from OT:6633; a mass of
persons (or figuratively, things), especially reg. organized for war (an army); by implication, a
campaign, literally or figuratively (specifically, hardship, worship): KJV - appointed time,
(+)army, (+)battle, company, host, service, soldiers, waiting upon, war (-fare).
OT:6633 - tsaba' (tsaw-baw'); a primitive root; to mass (an army or servants): KJV assemble, fight, perform, muster, wait upon, war.
I.

The LORD of Hosts
1. At Shiloh
1 Sam 1:3
And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the
LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests
of the LORD, were there. KJV
The first directly stated appearance of this name in Scripture indicates that the Lord
of Hosts is to be worshipped and He receives sacrifice.
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2. Deliverer
Ex 12:40-51
40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four
hundred and thirty years.
41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the
selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land
of Egypt.
42 It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the
land of Egypt: this is that night of the LORD to be observed of all the children of
Israel in their generations.
43 And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the passover:
There shall no stranger eat thereof:
44 But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised
him, then shall he eat thereof.
45 A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof.
46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad
out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.
47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.
48 And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the
LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it;
and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall
eat thereof.
49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth
among you.
50 Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so
did they.
51 And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies. KJV
If Israel be the host of the Lord, then the Lord is Lord of Hosts! This is actually
(along with Ex. 6:26), the first implied use of the name. It shows God as the deliverer
of His people, a deliverance that is to be memorialized in covenant (circumcision)
and feast (Passover).
3. Redeemer
Isa 44:6-8
6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am
the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.
7 And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I
appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let
them shew unto them.
8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared
it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I
know not any. KJV
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Isa 47:4
As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel. KJV
Isa 54:5
For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer
the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. KJV
God is the Lord of Hosts, the Redeemer. A father fights for his children and saves
them from their trouble. We have examples where fathers have done this successfully
and where they have failed miserably.




David and Ziklag – 1 Sam 30:3, 18-19
David, Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom – 2 Sam 13-19
Jacob, Shechem, and Deborah – Gen 34

When a father fails to protect or bring justice to bear for the sake of his children,
others (the brothers) may do so with devastating circumstances.

II.

The Armies of the Lord
1. The Host of Heaven
a. The right hand and the left
1 Kings 22:19
And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting
on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on
his left. KJV
b. Horses and chariots of fire
Spiritual recon:
2 Kings 6:8-12
8 Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants,
saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp.
9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass
not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down.
10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and
warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.
11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he
called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for
the king of Israel?
12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet
that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy
bedchamber. KJV
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Counter attack:
2 Kings 6:13-15
13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it
was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan.
14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came
by night, and compassed the city about.
15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth,
behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his
servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? KJV
Chariots of fire:
2 Kings 6:16-18
16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be
with them.
17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may
see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and,
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.
18 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the LORD, and said,
Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with
blindness according to the word of Elisha. KJV
Horses of flesh:
Isa 31:3
Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit.
When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he
that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together. KJV
Holy horses:
Zech 14:12, 15, 20 KJV
12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that
have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they
stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and
their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.
15 And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the
ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague.
20 In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE
LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the bowl's before the
altar.
Rev 19:11-14
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make
war.
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he
had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.
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13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The
Word of God.
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean. KJV
c. The Captain of the hosts of the Lord
Josh 5:13-15
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn
in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries?
14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What
saith my lord unto his servant?
15 And the captain of the LORD's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off
thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. KJV
2. The Armies of Earth (God is Sovereign)
a. Creatures
Joel 2:1-5
1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all
the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is
nigh at hand;
2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as
the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath
not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of
many generations.
3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as
the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea,
and nothing shall escape them.
4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so
shall they run.
5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise
of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle
array. KJV
b. Heathen
Isa 45:1-3
1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden,
to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before
him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;
2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron:
3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret
places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name,
am the God of Israel. KJV
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c. Saints
Jude 14-15
14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold,
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,
15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all
their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. KJV
2 Tim 2:3-4
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. KJV
III.

Jesus, Lord of Hosts
1. “I have seen the King”
Isa 6:1-10
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.
3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the
whole earth is full of his glory.
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was
filled with smoke.
5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King,
the LORD of hosts.
6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from off the altar:
7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see
ye indeed, but perceive not.
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes;
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their
heart, and convert, and be healed. KJV
John 12:39-41
39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again,
40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with
their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them.
41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. KJV
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2. The King of Glory
Ps 24:7-10
7 Lift up your head, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King
of glory shall come in.
8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in
battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King
of glory shall come in.
10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah KJV
1 Cor 2:7-8
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our glory:
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory. KJV
Isa 44:6
Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am
the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. KJV
Matt 21:1-5
1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the
mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples,
2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall
find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me.
3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and
straightway he will send them.
4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
saying,
5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. KJV (Zech 9:9)
3. The One they Pierced
Zech 12:5, 10
5 And the governors of Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem
shall be my strength in the LORD of hosts their God.
10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. KJV
Rev 1:7
Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
KJV
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Zech 14:1-4
1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of
thee.
2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken,
and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth
into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in
the day of battle.
4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before
Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof
toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half
of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. KJV

Conclusion
Isa 24:21-23
21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones
that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.
22 And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up
in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited.
23 Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously. KJV
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