I AM
“Who Do You Say I Am?”
Introduction
John 8:47-59
47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.
48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and
hast a devil?
49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me.
50 And I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth.
51 Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.
52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the
prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death.
53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom
makest thou thyself?
54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me;
of whom ye say, that he is your God:
55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a
liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying.
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?
58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
59 Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple,
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. KJV 1
His statement in verse 58 is strong enough to cause the Jews to want to stone Him! We can’t
back away from this statement. In clear language, Jesus claims pre-existence to the patriarchs. I
considering who He is, there are three primary questions: Who do the people say He is? Who do
you say He is? What shall we do with Him?
The ultimate answer is another question: Who does He say He is?
I.

Who Do the People Say I Am? Matt 16:13
Matthew 16:13
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying,
Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
1. John the Baptist
Matthew 16:14
And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
Matthew 14:1-2
1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus,
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2 And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and
therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.
John 1:20
And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.
2. Elijah
Malachi 4:5-6
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD:
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
Matt 17:9-13
9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the
vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.
10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first
come?
11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all
things.
12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have
done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of
them.
13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.
The people (and the disciples) were confused for lack of correct understanding of
prophetic events (bad eschatology).
3. One of the Prophets
Deuteronomy 18:18
I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put
my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.
John 7:37-41
37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.
38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water.
39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for
the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is
the Prophet.
41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee?

II.

Who Do You Say I Am? Matt 16:15
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Matthew 16:15
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
1. The Christ
Matthew 16:16
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
2. The Son of the Living God
Matthew 22:41-46
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,
42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of
David.
43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,
44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine
enemies thy footstool?
45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?
46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day
forth ask him any more questions.
3. Blessed Art Thou
A. Revealed by the Father
Matthew 16:17
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
B. Building of the Church
Matthew 16:18-19
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
C. Occluded Truth
Matthew 16:20-21
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus
the Christ.
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
They understood Him to be the Messiah, but they didn’t understand what Messiah
fully meant!
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III.

What Shall We Do with Jesus Who Is Called Christ? Matt 27:22
Matthew 27:22
Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all
say unto him, Let him be crucified.
Pilate’s question is the question that God puts to all mankind.
1. His Actions Force a Decision
Luke 6:6-11
6 And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and
taught: and there was a man whose right hand was withered.
7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath
day; that they might find an accusation against him.
8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered hand, Rise
up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose and stood forth.
9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on the sabbath days
to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?
10 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, Stretch forth thy
hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the other.
11 And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another what they
might do to Jesus.
Luke 19:45-48
45 And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and
them that bought;
46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made
it a den of thieves.
47 And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the
chief of the people sought to destroy him,
48 And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to
hear him.
2. Do We Crucify Him?
Hebrews 6:1-6
1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of
faith toward God,
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment.
3 And this will we do, if God permit.
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,
6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
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3. To Know Him
Philippians 3:8-12
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Conclusion
John 12:26
If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any
man serve me, him will my Father honour.
John 14:3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also.
John 17:24
Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world.
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